
You Can’t Have Civil Rights Both Ways

It’s interesting to me how many people want their own rights respected, while also wanting
other people’s rights to be violated.

People who want their rights as gun owners respected often advocate a massive
government welfare program, carried out through taxation and land theft, in order to build
a border wall, which violates the right of association and the right of people to move about
freely. They also demand a police state where you can be stopped and checked for your
papers.

To justify these violations, they’ll insist it’s necessary because of other kinds of welfare and
because of laws that all but criminalize self-defense and the uninterrupted possession of
the proper tools with which to carry it out. To abolish any violations appears unthinkable.

On the other hand, those who oppose a rights-violating border wall want to continue to
violate everyone by funding government handouts and usually want the rights of gun
owners to be violated more than they already are.

Then you have those who seem happy to violate themselves. They’ll demand their right to
marry whoever they want to marry, but want government permission — even licenses — to
do so. Or they want to have their right to use cannabis respected while they beg for this
right to be violated through taxation and regulation.

Did I say it’s interesting? I meant disappointing.

It makes one thing perfectly clear: People either don’t understand rights or they don’t
respect them.

People aren’t good at consistency, especially when they don’t realize that all rights are
connected so thoroughly they might as well be one and the same. How can you expect
your rights to be respected if you refuse to respect the rights of everyone else? How much
do you really value your own rights if you’ll let others treat them as privileges?

I want your rights respected, no matter who you are.

I don’t want you robbed to fund things I believe are necessary. I don’t want your real estate
stolen for projects I want. I won’t hire armed agents to impose things on you that violate
your life, liberty, or property even if I suspect you are up to no good. I won’t impose
licensing on you.

If you violate me, I have the natural human right to defend myself. Laws can’t change this.
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It’s one reason I will never compromise on gun rights.

I’ll stand up for all your rights, consistently.

Your rights matter to me.

Do they matter to you?


