
Words Poorly Used #145 — Conservative

Why so much agita over whom belongs under the label of conservative? By her very
nature, a member of the human species is conservative. And furthermore, drone or pirate,
he is a principled conservative. The principles are two: self interest and tribal interest. Self
preservation and preservation of kind encompass all other principles. Higher levels of
interest differentiate among the interests of tribes.

The furtherance of either principle is conservative. It conserves and optimizes its object —
the lifetime of the individual or the culture of the collective. Conservatism as a political
suasion is only the thinnest veneer on a deep stratum of true conservatism.

— Kilgore Forelle
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