
Withdraw Your Consent From the State

Editor’s Pick. Written by Michael S. Rozeff.

Withdrawing consent to the state means more than this innocuous phrase may suggest.

To withdraw consent is far-reaching. It means a divorce from the state insofar as this is
possible. It means having no loyalty to the state, seeing the state as fundamentally unfair
and a source of continual injustices, being unwilling to help the state in any way, assuming
and feeling no responsibility for the state’s actions, and seeing the state as hostile to peace
and society. It means not participating in its rituals and having no appreciation of its
symbols or myths. It means a psychological divorce from feeling positive about or
approving of its victories. It means working toward the state’s opposite, that is, living
together in freedom, friendship, comity and peace, i.e., in society. It means no longer
thinking of oneself as a citizen, and not believing that as a citizen one has obligations
toward the state or other citizens.

Withdrawing consent from the state means not looking upon oneself as owning the state or
influencing its activities or doing a sort of duty for the state. It means viewing the state as
a nuisance. It means abandoning all forms of patriotism directed at the state and
adherence to its symbols, parades, flags, pledges, songs, anthems and monuments. It
means no veneration of any political figure, past, present or future. It means no veneration
of the Constitution. It means as much as possible avoiding all interactions with
government.

Withdrawing consent does not mean being anti-social. Just the opposite. Going toward a
natural order and society of life, freedom and property is the natural law alternative to the
state and its artificial legalistic order.
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