
What Makes the Workplace Safe

Written by Chris Bassil for Duke’s The Chronicle.

Less than a month ago, Bloomberg BNA published a man named David Michaels as saying
that “employers recognize that managing safety is useful not only to prevent injuries and
fatalities, but in fact leads to a more profitable company.” Although all of this is true, the
implication behind the statement of Mr. Michaels, the head of the Labor Department’s
Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA)—that such safety is best brought
about by state action—is a bit more problematic.
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