Trump’s “National Security Strategy” is the Opposite of
National Security
The Goldwater-Nichols Act requires the president to submit a “National Security Strategy”
report each year. Every president since Ronald Reagan has failed to comply with the law in
one or more years of his administration, but on December 17 Donald Trump issued his
report.
Unfortunately, Trump’s oﬀering is of a piece with his prior displays of economic illiteracy
and foreign policy jingoism. It’s a dog’s breakfast of policy pronouncements that couldn’t
be more opposed to real “national security” if that had been the author’s intention.
The document reiterates Trump’s commitment to economic protectionism in the guise of
“fair and reciprocal” trade, rattles sabers at Russia, China, and North Korea, and commits
to extending decades of disastrous US military adventurism in the Middle East.
Trump’s distant predecessors showed us what a real “National Security Strategy” would
look like.
At the end of his two terms as president, George Washington warned in his farewell
address that “[t]he great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is in extending
our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible.”
Thomas Jeﬀerson echoed that sentiment in his ﬁrst inaugural address, announcing a
doctrine of “peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations — entangling
alliances with none.”
While serving as US Secretary of State, future president John Quincy Adams observed that
America “goes not abroad in search of monsters to destroy. She is the well-wisher to the
freedom and independence of all. She is the champion and vindicator only of her own.”
Those principles served the US well to the extent that they were followed — with a few
exceptions, throughout the 19th century. But since the Spanish-American War of 1898, the
US has increasingly styled itself an imperial power, attempting to dictate to the world at a
cost of hundreds of thousands of American lives and millions more abroad, as well as
trillions of dollars redirected from productive endeavors to paying the butcher’s bill. The
20th century was a near-continuous orgy of bloodshed which, for the US, was entirely
optional.
A real “National Security Strategy” comes down to two things: Free trade, and minding our
own business.

Early in his presidential campaign, Trump hinted at the latter, but quickly reverted to
business as usual. He’s clearly never grasped the former at all. Unfortunate, as the two are
also the elements of a great presidency, if such a thing is even possible.

