Tolstoy on Anarchy

Amen.

The Anarchists are right in everything; in
the negation of the existing order, and in the
assertion that, without authority, there could
not be worse violence than that of authority
under existing conditions. They are mistaken
only in thinking that Anarchy can be
instituted by a revolution, “to establish

Anarchy*.

Anarchy will be instituted, but it will be
instituted only by there being more and more
people who do not require protection from
governmental power, and by there being
more and more people who will be ashamed
of applying this power.

Leo Tolstoy, "On Anarchy“, 1900
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