Thought Experiments on The Violence of The State
Written by Michael Suede.
I just wanted to take a moment and demonstrate how loving your neighbor as you love
your own mother would result in the abandonment of the State. Our innate human morals
preclude us from punishing our friends and family when they have harmed no one by their
actions, nor damaged anyone else’s property.
Your mother has committed a crime by the laws of the State, the evidence against her is
overwhelming. You are on the jury which is set to convict her. In the deliberation room,
you must now declare how you will vote:
-Your mother grew illegal vegetable matter and gave it to her sick friend. If found
guilty, she faces 1 year in jail and a 1000 dollar ﬁne. – would you convict her?
-Your mother is the CEO of her privately owned corporation and she hid corporate
income in order to avoid taxation. She used the money she kept to help you pay for
your college. If found guilty, she faces 5 years in federal prison and a 100,000 dollar
ﬁne. – would you convict her?
-Your mother owns a restaurant and she agreed to allow a 15 year old waitress to work
overtime during the summer so she could save money up for a car. She is guilty of
violating child labor laws. If found guilty, she faces 6 months in federal prison and a
$10,000 ﬁne. – would you convict her?
-Your mother installed an addition to her home without asking the State permission
before doing so. She is guilty of failure to obtain a building permit. She was supposed
to pay a $6,300 ﬁne for avoiding the permit, but refused to do so based on principle.
She doesn’t feel she should have to ask the State permission before adding on to her
home. Now she faces criminal contempt charges. If found guilty, she faces 6 months
in jail and a $10,000 ﬁne in addition to the $6,300 dollar ﬁne for avoidance. – would
you convict her?
-Your mother hired a nanny to help raise you. You absolutely loved the nanny and view
her as a second mother. Your mother paid her under the table and the nanny was in
this country illegally. Your mother faces tax evasion charges and labor law violations
for hiring an illegal. The nanny has already been deported. If found guilty, your
mother faces 5 years in prison and a $100,000 dollar ﬁne.
-Your mother purchased a handgun for your father from a friend because they live in a
high crime California neighborhood. Their landlord happened to spot it laying out one

day and called the police. It turns out the handgun was not on the approved gun list
and was not registered. If found guilty, your mother faces 3 years in State prison.
Violence does not solve complex social problems. Looting your neighbors, children,
parents or grandparents to carry out some social agenda that you happen to favor clearly
leads to violations of our inner moral code. It is wrong, and deep down we all know it.
For more on why we should all reject the violence of a coercively funded State, look here.
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