The “Social Contract” With the Government Is a Fraud
Editor’s Pick. Written by Bill Bonner.
There are many theories to explain government. Most are nothing but scams, justiﬁcations,
and puﬀery. One tries to put something over on the common man… the other claims it was
for his own good… and the third pretends that he’d be lost without it.
Most are not really “theories” at all… but prescriptions, blueprints for creating the kind of
government the “theorist” would like to have. Not surprisingly, the blueprints ﬂatter his
intellect and engage his imagination.
The “social contract,” for example, is a fraud. You can’t have a contract unless you have
two willing and able parties. They must come together in a meeting of the minds — a real
agreement about what they are going to do together.
But what is the “social contract” with government? There was never a meeting of the
minds. The deal was forced on the public. And now imagine that you want out. Can you
simply “break the contract”? You refuse to pay your taxes and refuse to be bossed around
by TSA agents and other government employees. How long will it be before you are put in
jail?
What kind of contract is it that you don’t agree to and can’t get out of? They can dress it
up… print out a piece of paper… have a solemn ceremony in which everyone pretends it is
a real contract. But it’s not worth the paper it’s not written on.
Also, what kind of a contract allows for one party to unilaterally change the terms of the
deal? Congress passes new laws almost every day. The bureaucracy issues new edicts. The
tax system is changed. The pound of ﬂesh they got already wasn’t enough; now they want
a pound and a half!
Here are the critical questions: Why do we let other people tell us what to do; are we not all
equal? What is the purpose of government? What does it cost, and what beneﬁts does it
confer?
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