The Case for Radical Idealism
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Guest post by Murray Rothbard.

Every “radical” creed has been subjected to the charge of being “utopian,” and the
libertarian movement is no exception. Some libertarians themselves maintain that we
should not frighten people off by being “too radical,” and that therefore the full libertarian
ideology and program should be kept hidden from view. These people counsel a “Fabian”
program of gradualism, concentrating solely on a gradual whittling away of State power. An
example would be in the field of taxation: Instead of advocating the “radical” measure of
abolition of all taxation, or even of abolishing income taxation, we should confine ourselves
to a call for tiny improvements; say, for a two percent cut in income tax.

In the field of strategic thinking, it behooves libertarians to heed the lessons of the
Marxists, because they have been thinking about strategy for radical social change longer
than any other group.
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