Stand Your Ground, But Don’t Start Trouble
There was a recent shooting, which is being promoted as a”stand your ground” incident, in
Florida. It has turned into one of those “big things” on the internet, with people picking
sides.
In some ways it seems like exactly the sort of thing anti-gun bigots warned would happen–
trigger-happy bullies looking for a ﬁght (because they can and because they feel conﬁdent
they can win)… and ﬁnding one.
To others it seems a clear case of self-defense.
Personally, I’m torn.
Without more information I can’t come down deﬁnitively on either side. The information it
would take to make this clear-cut either way is unlikely to ever ﬁnd its way to me.
So, let me tell you what I see from both sides.
Yes, it looks like the guy who got shot initiated force– it seems clear he was the ﬁrst to
touch the other. But to me, it also looks like he was backing away and was no longer a
threat when he was shot. “Stand your ground” wouldn’t apply if that’s the case. But maybe
he was just staging for a charge. Or maybe he was de-escalating at the sight of the gun. I
don’t know. Without knowing what each person was saying it’s not possible to know for
certain what was going on.
It is known that the shooter ﬁrst approached and exchanged angry words with the soon-tobe-dead guy’s girlfriend. (It is claimed that the shooter has a history of confrontations over
handicap parking spaces, but who knows if this is true.) What did he say to the woman, and
was he making a credible threat to initiate force? If so, then he’s the one who started it,
even if he wasn’t the ﬁrst to actually use physical force. You don’t have to wait until
someone takes a swing at you to rightfully defend yourself if he’s telling you he’s going to
swing at you.
How can you tell if a threat is credible or not?
Some random blowhard on the internet saying he’s going to come to your house and kill
you, when he doesn’t know where you live, is hundreds of miles away, and has no real way
to carry through with what he’s saying is not making a credible threat.
Someone in your face screaming that he is going to beat you (or your friend) to a bloody
pulp is making a credible threat. He is clearly saying he intends to initiate force, and due to

his proximity, he is able to carry through immediately. You have the right to believe him
and to use force against him in that case, even before he actually touches you. The Zero
Archation Principle isn’t a suicide pact.
Now, since I wasn’t there I don’t really know all that went on. Parking in the handicap space
was a loser move, not because of the state’s permit system, but just for the human
decency of healthy, capable people leaving the close spots for those who need them, blue
paint or not. Getting bent out of shape because someone parked there without the
“required” permit is also a loser move. After those two things, I can’t have much sympathy
for either combatant, even before admitting I think ﬁghting over such trivial things as a
parking space is always a loser move.

