Religion and Politics: The Case for Their Divorce
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Since the heyday of the Enlightenment, there have been concerted efforts in many parts of
the West to get religion out of politics, presumably on the grounds that religion is bad for
politics. Whatever the merits of these efforts, and to whatever extent they may be
justifiable, what has not, perhaps, been so widely considered is whether or not it might also
be a good idea to separate religion from politics because politics is bad for religion! | argue
that politics, understood as the institution and operation of the state, is a deeply flawed
project and hence that religion’s association with it is necessarily damaging to religion. The
time for divorce has finally arrived.
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