
Reflections on School and Prison

Written by John Taylor Gatto, as published at The Link.

Almost all Americans have had an intense school experience which occupied their entire
youth, an experience during which they were drilled thoroughly in the culture and economy
of the well-schooled greater society, in which individuals have been rendered helpless to
do much of anything except watch television or punch buttons on a keypad.

Before you begin to blame the childish for being that way and join the chorus of those
defending the general imprisonment of adults and the schooling by force of children
because there isn’t any other way to handle the mob, you want to at least consider the
possibility that we’ve been trained in childishness and helplessness for a reason. And that
reason is that helpless people are easy to manage. Helpless people can be counted upon to
act as their own jailers because they are so inadequate to complex reality they are afraid
of new experience. They’re like animals whose spirits have been broken. Helpless people
take orders well, they don’t have minds of their own, they are predictable, they won’t
surprise corporations or governments with resistance to the newest product craze, the
newest genetic patent — or by armed revolution. Helpless people can be counted on to
despise independent citizens and hence they act as a fifth column in opposition to social
change in the direction of personal sovereignty.
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