
Re: Self-Ownership as Self-Determination

Spencer Morgan writes:

As for the “is/ought” problem… I’ve always had a hard time seeing
where the problem is, unless we are somehow open to the idea of
death as being a moral goal, and life being an immoral goal. This is
where Rand’s justification (relying on Aristotle somewhat) comes into
play.

The “ought” becomes clear once you hold one’s life as a value for
each individual. At that point we can see that because of man’s
nature as a rational volitional actor as his means of survival, the
“ought” becomes implicit from that. It follows from his being in such a
condition in nature, presupposing and requiring action upon the
premise of this “right to exclude” by his own use, and thus death itself
becomes the only option to avoid acting on that presumption.
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