
Radical Unschooling vs. Permissive Parenting

Editor’s Pick. Written by Dayna Martin.

Over the years, Radical Unschooling has been mistaken for “permissive parenting,” and
many judgments have been made about it based on this misbelief. The truth is, Radical
Unschooling is an extension of Attachment Parenting philosophy and is a very hands-on,
involved approach based on connection, rather than control. The philosophy is about being
a child’s partner and focusing on their true needs and helping them get what they want in
life through partnership and love, rather than the traditional focus on training a child
through behavior modification to meet the parents needs for compliance and obedience.
Radical Unschooling honors the child’s needs just as much as the parents, and a side effect
of this is children grow up learning that everyone’s needs matter equally, not just those in
power. After all, children learn what they live!
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