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Even if we try to ignore it, politics influences much of our world. For those who do pay
attention, politics invariably leads in newspapers and on TV news and gets discussed, or
shouted about, everywhere people gather. Politics can weigh heavily in forging friendships,
choosing enemies, and coloring who we respect.

It’s not difficult to understand why politics plays such a central role in our lives: political
decision-making increasingly determines so much of what we do and how we’re permitted
to do it. We vote on what our children will learn in school and how they will be taught. We
vote on what people are allowed to drink, smoke, and eat. We vote on which people are
allowed to marry those they love. In such crucial life decisions, as well as countless others,
we have given politics a substantial impact on the direction of our lives. No wonder it’s so
important to so many people.
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