
People Have Responsibility For Actions

Is it my imagination, or do many people run from responsibility as fast as they can?

If you cause harm to a person’s life, liberty, or property you need to take responsibility.
Don’t wait for someone else to hold you accountable. Step up and accept it.

If it was an accident, it can’t be a real crime, no matter how bad it was or what government
says. You still owe restitution, but government has no stake in the matter. It’s between you
and the one you harmed. Punishment shouldn’t even be an option.

It’s only if you refuse to take responsibility that I can see how some might justify
government involvement. I still suspect this will always make things worse.

If you caused harm on purpose you committed a crime. You can still choose to take
responsibility, although if you’re the sort to commit crimes I doubt you will unless backed
into a corner. Some people imagine government is the right tool to use to back criminals
into a corner; I think it’s a weak tool and still makes things worse in the long run. Being
punished by government isn’t the same as accepting responsibility or even being held
accountable. It’s nothing.

It’s not just the big things like this, though. In fact, those are the extreme cases, even if too
common. The smaller examples are even more common, and probably affect more people.

People don’t take responsibility to put their trash in a proper receptacle and, if they do,
they don’t care if it’s going to blow right back out again. They’ll leave paper in the back of
their pickup, knowing it’s going to blow out and become litter.

They dump cats and dogs, not caring about the pain and misery they’ll suffer as strays —
and the puppies and kittens born doomed.

I get it; responsibility is hard. It’s not fun. It’s easier to let someone else deal with your
messes and suffer your consequences. But this is how others justify political government —
which is just more irresponsibility; every bit as damaging as the other things I’ve
mentioned. Laws are pollution, too.

You are responsible for your actions, whether you accept it or not. If you don’t face it you
are hurting yourself. You’re making a world none of us — including you — would want to
live in. You might as well be telling everyone that you’re not very smart or good.
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