
On What We Tell Children

I’ve met some gullible people, but on the whole, children are much more gullible than
adults. This is obviously true because children are still somewhere in the process of
developing their rational faculties. So, if we have something to tell a child, what if we
thought about how it would be received by a less gullible adult? For example, pretend you
want to tell a child that teletubbies are real creatures. But first, imagine yourself telling
that to an adult. What would be the reaction? He’d ask you more about them – he’s
rationally skeptical – and at some point want to know where he can go to find one or if
reputable others would agree with you. It would be much harder to fool an adult into
believing that teletubbies are real, than it would be a child, which seems a very good
reason to be extra careful with what we tell our children. And that’s today’s two cents.
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