
On Toxic Masculinity

Feminists have a communications problem when it comes to concerns about “toxic
masculinity”. Let me demonstrate this with the following: incompetent women make very
poor drivers. Alright then, how did you read that? Did you read 1) “all women are
incompetent and make for very poor drivers” or 2) “only women who are incompetent
make for very poor drivers”? If you read it as 2) then you took your time and considered
what was being said. Congratulations! If you read it like 1), then you made quick
assumptions looking for someone to feel outrage toward. Reading as 2) probably also had
you consider whether or not incompetent men made for very poor drivers, as well, and
such would be a rational inference. Reading as 1) gave you bad feelings toward the person
saying it, wondering strongly about how long they’ve been a misogynist. Now, do you
understand why the phrase “toxic masculinity” is not being received very well? If you need
me to mansplain it further for you, I will. And that’s today’s two cents.
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