On the Crucial Role of Unobvious Virtues

When it turns out that the greatest enemy of truth is not falsehood, but gibberish, it turns
out that the greatest intellectual virtue is not deductive brilliance or factual erudition, but
common sense. When it turns out that the greatest enemy of decency is not hatred, but
arbitrariness, it turns out that the greatest moral virtue is not kindness or mercy, but
perseverance. When it turns out that the greatest enemy of good taste is not vulgarity, but
ostentation, it turns out that the greatest aesthetic virtue is not elegance or refinement,
but moderation. And when it turns out that the greatest enemy of civilization is not
barbarity, but infantilism, it turns out that the greatest cultural virtue is not sophistication,
but integrity.
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