
On Schooling

It’s no surprise to you I’m sure that I am not a fan of the institution of schooling. Among
other things, I very much dislike the double threat of coercion that it engages in, which are
the use of punishments to encourage desirable behaviors, and the use of manipulation,
that is, telling children that without school they will be stupid. “Do what we tell you, or else
your life will be made unpleasant and you will remain stupid and ignorant” is the battle cry
of parents and teachers who believe in schooling. The former is rude and
counterproductive, and the latter is just plain wrong. The fact that people grow up smart,
happy, and nice to other people without the institution of schooling (and without
punishments) proves it’s totally unnecessary. If you’re a parent considering your options,
know that school is probably fine if your children retain their autonomy while there (and
you don’t become an agent of coercion and manipulation on behalf of the school), but
otherwise, run for the hills. And that’s today’s two cents.
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