
On Positive Rights

I read something recently that contained within it the perfect argument against positive
rights. It was this: “Imagine two socialists on a deserted island, both demanding the right
to education, healthcare, and basic income.” Positive rights are those which require the use
of coercion by some over others, such as each of these. Clearly, such demands are absurd.
Rights are a mental construct, a useful tool to reducing conflict in a world of scarcity for
those who desire peace. Positive rights, those which by definition require the use of
coercion, thereby increasing conflict, are a gross perversion of the purpose of rights, and
their promotion should be assiduously avoided by anyone concerned about justice, ethics,
and wisdom. And that’s today’s two cents.
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