On Parenting

An insight | had recently is on who we are raising as parents. We are not raising children,
rather, we are raising adults. Childhood is a very small part of life for us. It only constitutes
the first 15 years, or so. The importance of this insight, that we are raising adults, is a
reminder that how we engage with our children and the behavior we model will determine
the type of adults that they will be. | am not an authoritarian parent. | try hard to always be
the type of parent who treats my children with respect. This entails, among other things,
trying to understand the causes of any behavior incompatible with my preferences, clearly
communicating (on their level) and negotiating with my children when our preferences are
in conflict, and ensuring their safety as they satisfy their curiosity about the many
marvelous things around them. Will this create adults who respect others, have empathy,
negotiate for mutual benefit, and are always curious and learning new things throughout
their life? | absolutely believe it will, and that’s today’s two cents.
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