No One Should Control Others’ Choices
I’m sure there will be a ﬁnal answer on the racetrack/casino any month now. Right?
Those who support a local racino must see by now how giving government the power —
permission from the people — to approve and ration racinos is obviously a terrible idea.
Tying anything to the government’s wagon makes certain it won’t be as good as it could
be. Nor will it be timely.
Those who oppose the racino should have noticed that if you give control of such things to
government it will drag its ﬁgurative feet, way beyond anything reasonable people would
tolerate.
Allowing government to decide these matters is silly and destructive to society.
Let projects succeed or fail on their own merits, not on the whims of a gang of controlfreaks.
If fewer people fell for the lie that it’s OK to use government violence to force others to live
as you would prefer, things like this wouldn’t even be an issue.
Those who want a racino — or anything else — could have it. Those who don’t want it
wouldn’t have to support it in any way. The catch is they also wouldn’t be able to stop
others from peaceably doing what they want.
Is that really so horrible?
I have no power to stop people from wearing orange-checkered polyester leisure suits, nor
should I have it. If I believe their clothing choice is any of my concern I am lying to myself.
Yes, you could make various arguments about why someone should have this power. The
clothing might be a distraction and cause accidents. It might be environmentally harmful to
manufacture. Some fragile people might be so oﬀended at the sight they will have a
mental breakdown.
Those arguments are no better than the ones made for other things people want to control,
individually or through government laws.
Such as that people might gamble too much, or that a racino might attract crime.
You have the right to not gamble and the right to defend against crime (even though
government tries to ration this right). What you don’t have is the right to threaten to use
the violence of government to force your opinions on others.

Even when politics is normalized to the point it seems this is a legitimate right, it isn’t.
You have no obligation to save people from their bad choices.
You would be wise to worry about your own life and not try to force your choices on other
people.

