My Personal Views on Abortion

January 2019: | read this essay and added commentary for Editor’s Break 129 of the EVC
podcast.

As a man, am | allowed to have a “personal view” on abortion? | think so. | have many
women in my life, including a wife and two daughters. Any unexpected or unwanted
pregnancy of these women will affect me to some degree. My daughters are probably at
the top of that list. When asked, and | would be asked as their father whom they love
deeply, | will be a source of counsel and comfort on any decisions regarding this
controversial practice.

My wife would be next on that list, and as a matter of fact, the question of abortion has
come up. In 2007 she had an ectopic pregnancy. We were told these were not uncommon.
An ectopic pregnancy occurs when the fertilized egg attaches inside the fallopian tube on
its way to the uterus. Fallopian tubes are not meant to be used as wombs, and so the baby
would not have grown much at all before causing my wife even more pain than it was, and
ultimately perishing. A chemical abortion was her only real option.

My personal preference is that no woman ever has the need or desire to have an abortion. |
prefer that all would-be moms and dads treat the procreative power that nature has
granted them with the utmost care. Be sure not to have an unwanted pregnancy, and you'll
never have cause for an abortion. Let’s say the unthinkable happens anyway, then what? |
prefer that all expectant moms desire to keep and raise their babies, and to do so
consistent with the principles of attachment/peaceful parenting and radical unschooling.
For this reason, I am pro-life.

These are my preferences. If a woman in my life asked for my advice, this is what | would
tell her. But also, | would throw my support behind her and be there for her. If this woman
was one of my daughters or my son’s partner, they would hold no doubts that as their
father | would do everything in my power to help them raise their baby. If the dad is out of
the picture, then | feel it is my solemn responsibility to be the dad that every baby needs.
I'm already prepared and willing to keep my children with us as they grow up, get married,
and make families of their own. | strongly desire to build a multi-generational and extended
family household, the sort which | feel is best able to meet the needs of everyone.

Beyond my preference and willingness to support any given woman who faces this
question, | don't feel | have any ground to stand on when it comes to this decision by
women. If I'm not willing to throw my support behind a person to keep their baby, then
their choice is none of my business. | prefer they make the choice to keep and raise their
baby as already described, but | respect that they must do what they feel is necessary for
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them to do. | am not interested in any action beyond that.

| do not believe that it would be right for me to coerce a woman into making the choice
that | prefer. For this reason, | am pro-choice. And as it would not be right for me to coerce
a woman away from abortion, | should not expect others, such as those who call
themselves “government”, to do it for me. This is one issue where every individual, family,
community, and society must decide for themselves, without coercion, how they will act
and react to this practice. Personally, | will not shame or push away any woman that makes
the choice contrary to my preference. | can’t possibly understand why they did what they
did, nor do | need to. If a woman is important to me, their personal choice here will not
change that. And if they aren’t, | know how to keep my mouth shut.

| feel I've been clear sharing my personal views on abortion. | don’t want anybody to
mistaken my position for something that it’s not. My preference is pro-life, but my actions
are pro-choice. My daughters will not have to struggle with the question of support or
shame if they find themselves in a situation which forces them to make this choice. And |
hope all other daughters won't either.
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