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What will marriage be like in the coming free society?

Answer, of course: exactly what the contracting parties desire, neither more nor less.
Marriage is a contract, governing relationships between two or more people. Its traditional
terms are usually spelled out orally before witnesses, and involve forsaking all other and
keeping thee only unto her, and plighting her thy troth, and promising to love, cherish,
honor and sometimes to obey. It gets a bit tricky to remember all that some years later,
even if the rusty words were understood at the time – but there it is, a contract. After
government has vanished and anyone can marry anyone, I expect the contracts will be
more usually written, and more explicit. Who will win the bread, shall it be exclusive or
open and swinging, what will obtain under terms of cancellation, who will then take what
and (if there are children) whom. But all that will be optional, and there will be an industry
of contract drafters so that engaged people can browse through the alternatives and say to
each other, “Honey, let’s use that one.”
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