
Is Property Theft?

Written by Less Antman for the Center for a Stateless Society.

“Property is Theft!” was the battle cry of one prominent French anarchist in the 19th
century. “Au contraire, mon frère,” retorted another. “Property is Liberty!” “You’re both
wrong,” said a third. “Property is Impossible!” How such people got along with each other
is amazing. More so, since it was the same man, Pierre Proudhon, who said all three.

All anarchists support property rights, including those who oppose property rights. And all
anarchists oppose property rights, including those who support property rights. Context is
everything. So are definitions.
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