
Guns and History

I don’t understand the desire to have governments take complete control of guns.

Familiarity with history and human nature unequivocally demonstrate just how ominous
this is. The enslavement, oppression, torture, genocide, forced starvation, concentration
camps, and wholesale mass murder wrought by governments on unarmed citizens utterly
dwarf by orders of magnitude harms, crimes, and accidents done by armed citizens to one
another throughout history. Armies of one government slaughtering helpless individuals
living under another in war. Armies of governments slaughtering helpless unarmed citizens
of their own. These account for hundreds of millions of deaths and far more in suffering the
last century alone. It is the greatest human tragedy in history and always has been.

Complete government control of guns leads to an incredibly obvious and horrific lopsided
condition: the worst, most dangerous people gain a tremendous physical power advantage
over every decent person. Unchecked governments, organized crime, and unorganized
thugs get all the guns. They will always find a way. Good people have nothing. To enact a
policy that concentrates all physical power in the hands of all the bad people and takes any
defense away from the good people is suicidal. It’s hard to imagine anyone seeing this as a
good idea given human history.

The freedom for individuals to access and own weapons is on a very real level the most
fundamental freedom of all and the final backstop against all of the worst horrors of human
mobs.
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