Gun Control and Racism: The Laws and Taxes Meant to
Limit Minority Gun Ownership in America
“There’s a direct correlation between gun control and black people
control.”
Stacy Swimp, President of the Frederick Douglass Society
Every schoolchild knows that the Declaration of Independence declares that the basic
equality of man is “self-evident.” The United States Constitution enumerates what the
inalienable rights only alluded to by the Declaration. An inalienable right is one that exists
regardless of whether or not it is recognized by the state. For example, you have a right to
free speech regardless of whether or not the Constitution recognizes it. Thus any
restrictions on free speech are curbs of this pre-existing right, not an actual elimination of
that right. One of them is the right to keep and bear arms. Another is the right to a speedy
and public trial.
However, particularly with the Second Amendment, there’s long been a struggle between
the ideals of America and the reality on the ground with regard to race. What’s more,
minorities in the United States are disproportionately the victims of violent crime. Both of
these things together make it crucial to understand self defense and the Second
Amendment from the perspective of race in America.
Part of the problem is that, unlike European nations which grew organically, America is an
invention of a handful of Englishmen. They founded the nation on a set of ideas and there
has always been a tension between those ideas and the reality. This is, in some sense,
unavoidable: reality will always have trouble living up to an ideal. A failure to live up to that
ideal in the past according to terms established today doesn’t make the entire project – or
any speciﬁc part of it – worthless or suspect.
Before we get into the meat of the matter, we should note that the American ideal has
expanded the Second Amendment (and the rest of the Constitution for that matter) to de
jure include all Americans. One can be skeptical of the notion of “progress” while seeing
the moves to repeal race-based restrictions on ﬁrearms ownership as big steps in the right
direction.
Finally, it is worth noting – and we will do so at length later – that none of the raciallymotivated laws on the books in America are uniquely American. Racism, in the sense

employed by the average person not the expanded version used by left-wing ideologues,
was not a uniquely American institution, but the norm throughout human history.
The History of Oppression in America through Gun Control
The Second Amendment does not “give” Americans the right to keep and bear arms. The
Second Amendment recognizes the pre-existing right to keep and bear arms that exists
independently of the Constitution. Anyone reading this website, however, knows that this
right is in constant peril from gun grabbers. And, unfortunately, until the 1960s, this right
was particularly imperiled for black Americans and other minorities. It is worth exploring
the history of racially motivated attacks on the Second Amendment.
The ﬁrst gun laws were drafted even before the founding of the United States, with the ﬁrst
General Assembly of Virginia passing what might well be the ﬁrst gun control law in
America in 1619. It was speciﬁcally designed to restrict the right of Native Americans to
own ﬁrearms:

“That no man do sell or give any Indians any piece, shot, or powder,
or any other arms oﬀensive or defensive, upon pain of being held a
traitor to the colony and of being hanged as soon as the fact is
proved, without all redemption.”
There was, of course, logic to this: The government of Virginia was looking for ways to
punish colonists who were supplying potentially hostile Indian tribes with weapons that
might level the playing ﬁeld.
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