Feeling a Little Extra Freedom Lately
Did you just feel a little breeze of extra freedom? I felt it.
Why would I feel a bit freer than I did a couple of months ago? How could this happen?
It’s mental freedom. Freedom from caring what government does or says.
Government stopped pretending to play by the rules which apply to it. The compliance of
the people depends on government living within the rules. This is part of what is meant by
“the consent of the governed.” This consent requires an appearance of legitimacy.
It’s gone.
Also gone is any concern over being scolded by the diehards still trying to play the rigged
game. Some people will never face reality. They are making it harder on themselves.
I have a head start on them since I stopped believing in political government and withdrew
any implied consent to be governed decades ago. I can still be bullied by those who claim
to govern us, but I see them as common bullies; nothing more.
I’m also free of any illusion of the importance of voting. There’s nothing anyone can say to
overcome the reality exposed by the election of 2020.
As political observers throughout history have pointed out, it doesn’t matter who votes, or
how they vote, all that matters is who gets to count the votes.
It also matters whether courts decide it’s more important to keep a veil of legitimacy
around the whole system or if it’s safer to hand the oﬃce to those who threaten to riot if
they don’t get what they want. Maybe the courts would rather keep them calm to avoid
social disorder in urban areas.
In the past, I suspected elections went to whoever cheated the hardest. Now I suspect this
new policy means future elections may go to whichever party makes the scariest threats.
This suggests a new strategy for third parties who’ve so far been denied a seat at the
table. The Libertarian Party is still at a serious disadvantage since its foundation rests on a
principled rejection of aggression and respect for property rights.
The process — the system — has lost any credibility it may have once had. From now on I
can ignore or ridicule the campaigns as I see ﬁt without the slightest twinge of guilt.
However things turn out, government’s own behavior has freed us from any responsibility
to care what it does or decrees.

This is liberating. Do you feel it, too?

