
False Narratives, Propaganda, and Political Tribalism

In 2013 people rose up around the world to oppose the war in Syria being promoted by
Obama, Clinton, Kerry, many European leaders and maybe most obviously, the neocons.
Since then, the war slowly squeezed its way into existence anyway gradually though
apathy, propaganda, and other bullshit.

I remember back in 2013 thinking that something really cool happened. However, today,
you really get to see the full effect of tribalism and propaganda. Many of the people who so
vehemently opposed the war in 2013 are so saddened and outrage by our exit. It makes it
seem even more Orwellian and crazy for the people who remember the anti-war protests of
the Bush years.

I think people believe all these sorts of things are natural conditions of people over time.
Protests are the emergence of the people’s true feelings welling up into grassroots political
causes. However, the vast majority of it is best understood as false narratives, propaganda,
and political tribalism. The anti-war movement died when the democrats took power over
the military. The Tea Party died when Republicans took over the budget.

All of this really should make people grow insanely cynical of the political machinations of
our society, but, it largely doesn’t. People just buy into the new narrative and fight a new
enemy to the benefit of their perceived political ally. Several years ago I grew surprised
with how fast a political movement could support a cause, organization or person that they
just opposed several years before, but that is worn down for me. I don’t think this will ever
really change. This is the state of man. However, it grows and shrinks along with the power
of government.

From my perspective, it is a really interesting time to observe it all. Insane levels of debt in
society. Markets are slipping back into recession. Donald Trump is President, and it just
feels like there’s an air of chaos about. It is interesting to follow the news and it feels like
everything is happening so fast.

Anyway, just some thoughts that came to mind.
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