
Drug Abuse Stupid But Prohibition Evil

It’s normal to focus more on things that matter to us personally. It’s harder to care about
everything else. I’m most vocal about the liberty I see being attacked the hardest. This is
why I mention gun-owner rights so often. These rights are currently attracting the most
hate.

If you want me to defend a right, start a coordinated attack against it.

Beyond rights I care about the most, you have the right to do things that don’t interest me
at all, or things I don’t like. As long as “it neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg,” as
Thomas Jefferson said — nor the pockets or legs of anyone else — I support your right to
live as you wish. I don’t care who it offends; there is no right to not be offended.

I recognize and respect the equal and identical rights of every human being alive. It
matters to me when those rights are violated, whoever is doing the violating and however
they justify it.

So, even though access to marijuana isn’t important to me, I write about it because it’s a
right that matters to many people. It attracts attention, both from those who recognize the
right to trade and use it and from those who want to continue using government violence
to violate the right.

All choices have consequences; accidental or intentional. Some of the things you have a
right to do can hurt or kill you. Misuse of any drug — especially those more dangerous than
cannabis — is one of those things. I still oppose drug prohibition. Drug abuse is stupid, but
prohibition is pure evil.

If you are irresponsible you can harm others; something you have no right to do. Saying
you were under the influence when you accidentally harmed someone can’t wipe away the
debt your act created.

You also owe restitution just as surely if you are under the influence of political authority
and harm someone with legislation. Accept your responsibility.

Self-employed bad guys are almost as much a problem as those who believe they are
entitled to violate your rights. The mugger and the tax collector are doing the same job,
with the same result. There is no difference, other than it is more socially acceptable to
defend yourself from one thief than it is to defend yourself from the other.

Respect liberty, even those parts you don’t care about. It’s what society needs most.
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