
Don’t Need Law to Dislike Something

We all have our own likes and dislikes. This means everyone likes some things other people
dislike; sometimes the likes and dislikes are passionate and the disagreements get rather
heated.

There’s a secret trick I discovered, which seems to be unseen by most people; one which
seems nearly impossible for them to even consider. Here it is, presented for (maybe) the
first time you’ve ever heard it: It’s OK to dislike something without wanting a law to ban or
control it.

Seriously.

It really is OK.

There are things I’m not a fan of; some things I dislike a lot. I don’t dare list my dislikes
since such a list would offend just about everyone in some way. I can almost guarantee
there are things on my list you like. Don’t worry. I have no wish to use laws to force you to
change or stop doing what you like.

Most of the time I don’t want to make someone feel bad for liking something I don’t like.
Even if they like something I think is ethically wrong there’s usually no point making an
issue unless they want to make an issue.

As long as you aren’t violating anyone’s life, liberty or property, what you do is none of my
business, even if I don’t like that you’re doing it.

When I was a youngster and was exposed to something I didn’t like, my first thought was
along the lines of “They should make it illegal.” Such a childish mindset. I’m glad I’ve
grown up in the years since then. I wish everyone would.

“For your own good” is not my style anymore. Nor is “but it’s offensive.”

Now when there’s something I don’t like I just don’t join in. If it’s bad enough I consider it
unethical, I try to stay far away. I may let others know why I think it’s wrong and try to
convince them to join me in avoiding it, but I’m probably not going to try to stop anyone
from doing things I don’t like on their personal property. Not unless they are violating the
rights of others — and I don’t mean offending them — by doing so.

Since there’s no such thing as a right to not be offended, we can all keep our offended
feelings in our pockets where they belong. Let people like what they like and suggest they
extend the same courtesy to everyone else.
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It’s the civilized thing to do.


