
Disproving the State

Editor’s Pick. Written by Stefan Molyneux.

Two objections constantly recur whenever the subject of dissolving the State arises. The
first is that a free society is only possible if people are perfectly good or rational. In other
words, citizens need a centralized State because there are evil people in the world.

The first and most obvious problem with this position is that if evil people exist in society,
they will also exist within the State – and be far more dangerous thereby. Citizens are able
to protect themselves against evil individuals, but stand no chance against an aggressive
State armed to the teeth with police and military might. Thus the argument that we need
the State because evil people exist is false. If evil people exist, the State must be
dismantled, since evil people will be drawn to use its power for their own ends – and, unlike
private thugs, evil people in government have the police and military to inflict their whims
on a helpless (and usually disarmed!) population.
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