
Changing Your Beliefs

I used to think people could change their beliefs.

I thought if people were presented with better information which showed the flaw in their
belief, they would change their belief to fit the new information. I thought the process
would be almost automatic.

After all, I’ve done it many times over the course of my life. I’ve also seen it happen in
people I know. I know from personal experience that it can be done.

Sadly, it seems this isn’t as common as I had assumed.

In spite of overwhelming evidence, people still believe cops (and political government) are
good and necessary– or, at least a “necessary evil” [sic]. They fear or hate anarchy without
even understanding what it is. They imagine there’s such a thing as “too much liberty” and
see it as a threat.

No amount of information, logic, or evidence to the contrary will budge them from their
belief. They believe it, and that’s the end of it.

I realized the problem: even flawed beliefs based on bad information can still “work”. It’s
not as dangerous to hold an erroneous belief as it seems it should be. So, as long as the
belief isn’t causing them immediate agony or death, it’s less painful to hold onto it than to
change it.

Therefore, I no longer expect better information to influence anyone, but I still put it out
there so they’ll have no excuse. And I’ll still make fun of them for believing such ridiculous
things.

https://everything-voluntary.com/changing-your-beliefs
https://www.amazon.com/Most-Dangerous-Superstition-Larken-Rose-ebook/dp/B00UV41W2U/?tag=livifree07-20

