
Bad Choices and Shifting the Blame

I don’t blame manufacturers or retailers for the misuse of their (non-faulty) products. Not
even with products known to be really dangerous if used according to their purpose.

When someone buys something dangerous and makes the choice to misuse it, that’s where
the blame lies.

It doesn’t matter if you’re talking guns, opioids, cars, or anything else.

If you misuse something it’s YOUR fault if you die from it and YOUR fault if you harm
others. You are not the victim. I hold YOU accountable. And, if the shoe is on the other foot,
as it has been a few times, I accept my responsibility.

Yes, I get it. Where drugs are concerned, people foolishly abuse drugs manufactured by
people who just want to make money from addicts. It’s easy to say someone shouldn’t
make something that people can get addicted to. Even though people can apparently get
addicted to anything. They don’t force anyone to use their products (unlike government).
They are simply meeting a want, even though we might dislike that want.

So, being addicted doesn’t change anything. To have become addicted, you still had to
make the choice to use something known to be dangerously addictive at least once. Unless
you are one of the vanishingly rare cases where someone drugged you without your
knowledge and you became addicted, you chose the path. I feel bad for addicts, but that’s
no reason to attack the manufacturers, treat them as criminals, and ignore the voluntary
choice the future addict made.

Nor is there any legitimate reason to treat addicts as criminals instead of as people who
may need medical help. Prohibition is still evil.

The choice to misuse a product is still a choice, and it’s not helpful to coddle those making
these choices or to shift the blame to someone else.
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