
America Proved Minarchism is a Myth

It is beyond any measure of denial to assert that the American experiment in “limited
government” – “constitutional” or otherwise – has proven itself an abject failure. The US
government is the largest, most expensive, and most powerful cabal on the planet. And it
shows no signs of reversing course.

But for the true believers in minarchism, it gets even worse. Consider the original idea
behind the “United States”: A loosely confederated group of smaller sovereign
governmental entities – all more or less modelled after the overarching federal one, each
with a constitution and bill of rights. There are currently 50 of them, in addition to the
special federal District of Columbia. Plus two overseas commonwealths, and three semi-
autonomous territories.

Notwithstanding a few uninhabited islands and sandbars dotting the Caribbean and Pacific
Ocean that the US federal government lays claim to, that equals not just one, but 57
separate experiments in “limited government.” We could also include all various
municipalities contained therein too – counties, cities, towns – and then we’d be talking
“limited” governmental experiments almost beyond number.

In zero of these cases have governments remained constrained by the pieces of paper
ostensibly designed to do so. This is not to say that residing within one of the more
egregious cases – such as Commiefornia, New York, or Marxachusetts – is entirely
equivalent to living in South Dakota, Alaska, or Wyoming. Only that none of them have
refrained from or been immune to their endemic nature: Growth. They have each of them
expanded in scope and power over time – and continue to do so. Never contracting or
downsizing. And ever at the expense of the individual.

You might, as a dedicated government apologist, try to excuse one, or two, or even half a
dozen such failures as unfortunate anomalies plagued by corrupt politicians and judges.
Maybe. If you wanted to be charitable. If you were stretching to clutch at straws in a
desperate defense of the idea known as political governance.

But 57? Or the countless thousands and thousands of lesser subdivisions within those
examples?

If the greater federal historical example of America does not dispel the minarchist “limited
government” myth for the fantasy that it is, then all of the smaller examples under its very
own rubric surely do.

“Small government” has never worked out. And it never will.
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