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People often ask me, “When did you become an anarchist?” It’s not an easy question to
answer. Deep changes in one’s intellectual outlook do not happen overnight. You first
entertain the idea. Then you assess its plausibility. You might even embrace the idea fully,
but only in the abstract. Real intellectual change comes when you can see how the idea
works in the real world—even in your daily life. That’s when confidence in an idea comes.

For this reason, it always mystifies me that anyone could become a socialist. It is the least
plausible idea imaginable. Scarce goods cannot be literally owned on a socialist basis. Try
socializing your laptop or your shoes or any capital or consumer good. Two people cannot
be simultaneous and full owners over the same thing. Socialism always ends in State
ownership and control, which leads to disaster every time it’s fully implemented. Real-life
socialists either don’t understand the idea or they just decide to live in an illusion.
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