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With so many state governments’ budgets now under severe strain, there are serious
discussions throughout the country about whether or not to cut state funding to public
education — an expenditure that, in some states, consumes more than half the budget.
Unfortunately, because of extensive resistance by teachers’ unions and other parties with a
vested interest in the status quo, fundamental changes to the system will be fought every
step of the way. At the same time, however, it is useful to acknowledge that public schools
do not just do a suboptimal job at educating the young: much in the environment of the
public school is directly contrary to genuine education.
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