
The State: Bad “Government”

“Government” has two aspects, one positive, the other negative.

The positive aspect is protection of the individual, through protection of their rights.

The negative aspect is the State.

Unfortunately, most people mistake the State, externally imposed government, for that
which protects the individual, but it isn’t. The State is completely negative and destructive;
harmful and enslaving.

The government which protects the individual is totally separate from the State. Pretty
much the opposite of the State. It is self-government; self-control. It is living within what
you have a right to do. It is standing up for individual rights. It is living up to your
responsibility to not violate others– because that is your greatest responsibility. The State
is a rejection of that grave responsibility.

When most people speak of “government”, they mean the State. It’s why that’s how I
usually use the word, too, when I am trying to communicate with them. Otherwise they
simply don’t understand and believe you are speaking of Texas or Colorado. But
I do understand the difference.

https://everything-voluntary.com/state-bad-government
http://mises.org/daily/2352
http://famguardian.org/Publications/OurEnemyTheState/OurEnemyTheState-byAlbertJKnock.pdf

