
The Socio-Political Equivalent of a Catch-22

If anyone ever managed to create real socialism – that is, a system completely detached
from external free markets, perfectly efficient at destroying internal black markets, and not
dependent on financing by other, not-fully-socialist regimes – then such a system would
immediately collapse in a spectacular manner, consumed by calculational chaos so
exhaustively described by Ludwig von Mises. In other words, it would not be real socialism,
because it would be nothing. On the other hand, as long as a nominally socialist system
relies on the existence of external free markets, local black markets, and financing by
other, not-fully-socialist regimes, one can claim that its permanent problems result from
the fact that it is not real socialism.

In sum, there will never be real socialism – not because it is conceptually incoherent, but
because its implementation is tantamount to its immediate self-destruction. However, it
will always be possible to claim that all of the chronic problems of existing nominally
socialist regimes result from the fact that none of them has so far attained the ideal of real
socialism – after all, truth be told, a dead thing no longer suffers from any problems. In
other words, it is always possible to identify suicide with a gateway to a better life, and, in
its pursuit, make life unbearable for those who want to live, unless one finally understands
that – as suggested by Mises and a few other not altogether unreasonable individuals –
such an identification is fatally misguided. One may only hope that such a realization will
finally dawn on all seekers of real socialism – whereupon they will finally desist in their
search.
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