
On Spoiled Children

To spoil means, non-colloquially, “to strip, plunder, pillage.” That’s why they’re called the
“spoils of war”. Colloquially, as it concerns children, it is claimed that if you let a child do
whatever he wants, if you overindulge him, then he will become spoiled. But to anyone who
understands the needs of children – psychological, emotional, and intellectual, at least –
knows that children should be allowed to do whatever they want so long as they don’t
unintentionally hurt themselves or hurt others or their property. Liberty and responsibility,
in other words, are precursors to meeting the needs of children. And so, doing the opposite
– controlling, manipulating, punishing, rewarding, regimenting, et cetera – is to truly spoil
the child – stripping, plundering, and pillaging away a healthy present, and a healthy
future. And that’s today’s two cents.

Skyler.
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