On Self-Interest

Non-libertarians deride libertarians and free markets types as selfish and greedy because
we argue that people should be free to keep the wealth they earn completely for
themselves. Keeping your wealth to yourself is a personal choice aligned with the values
you hold. No less aligning to the values one holds than is the life of service to others. What
you freely choose to do with your time, no matter how greedy or altruistic, you do because
you want to. Why you want to is always grounded in the values you hold. If you didn’t value
helping others, you wouldn’t. Likewise, if you didn’t value holding your wealth for yourself,
you wouldn’t do that either. Because everything you do is based on the values you hold,
and not the values held by others, your free actions are always performed on the basis of
self-interest, the interest in doing things your “self” finds valuable. And that’s today’s two
cents.

Skyler.
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