
On Antinatalism

I’m not exceptionally well versed on “antinatalism“, the belief that it is morally wrong to
procreate. Some antinatalists make the argument that procreation is morally wrong
because it is nonconsensual as far as the offspring is concerned. Other antinatalists make
the argument that because there is suffering in life (some times and places more than
others), it is morally wrong to create a life that you know is going to suffer. I have no
sympathy for the first argument, and some for the second. Consent presupposes existence,
and unless the antinatalist is able to prove some sort of spiritual pre-existence, then
making an argument concerning consent of the offspring is nonsensical. As for procreating
into a life of suffering, this argument is much more powerful for me in times and places
were suffering was guaranteed, eg. under slavery and under Communism. But then again,
who are we to decide how others may feel throughout their life? That seems arrogant, does
it not? You may just procreate someone who grows up to have a significant influence on
ending said suffering, after all. Parents should not be the direct source of suffering for their
children, in any event. And that’s today’s two cents.
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