
Obsessed by Megalomania

Interview with Hans-Hermann Hoppe by German weekly Junge Freiheit.

Are taxes nothing but protection money? The state a kind of mafia? Democracy a
fraud? Philosopher Hans-Hermann Hoppe is not only considered one of the most
prominent pioneering intellectuals of the libertarian movement, but also perhaps
the sharpest critic of the Western political system.

Professor Hoppe: In your essay collection ‘Der Wettbewerb der Gauner’ (‘The Competition
of Crooks’) you write that ‘99 percent of citizens, asked if the state was necessary, would
answer yes.’ Me too! Why am I wrong?

Hoppe: All of us, from childhood, have been moulded by state or state licensed institutions
– preschools, schools, universities. So the result you quoted is not surprising. However, if I
asked you whether you said yes to an institution having the last word in each conflict, even
in those it is itself involved in, you would certainly say no – unless you hoped to be in
charge of this institution yourself.

Er … correct.

Hoppe: Of course, because you know that such an institution cannot only mediate in
conflicts but also cause them, you can recognize that it can then resolve them to its own
advantage. In the face of this I, for one, would live in fear of my life and property. However,
it is precisely this, the ultimate power of judicial decision-making, that is the specific
characteristic of the institution known as the state.
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