
No Such Thing As Free School

Remember the saying? There’s no such thing as a free lunch? This is true for all “free”
goods provided by the government. First off, obviously, taxpayers cover the costs. Second,
government is seldom or never the most efficient provider of services.

But most importantly, “free” school (the topic of this article) comes packaged with a bundle
of problems. Someone else, not you, gets to decide which hours children should attend
school; which subjects should be taught; and what the content of those subjects might be.
Some one else decides which spin of history and economics and philosophy shall be taught.

It should come as no surprise that, when the government teaches, it happens to teach that
government is a positive good, and that without government, there’d be no roads, and
we’d all be at the mercy of war lords and other horrible creatures. So shut up, submit, pay
your taxes and follow the rules.

We are discovering, however, that many things which were presumed to need government
intervention, do not. Parents are teaching their children at home and in co-ops,
independent of government. In India, millions of parents are spurning government schools,
in favor of parent-funded government-free schools. Millions of customers use ride-sharing
services, breaking the stranglehold of licensed taxicab drivers. People are using Bitcoin to
transact business. In a myriad of ways, people are discovering that government isn’t free;
that freedom works better and at lower cost.
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