
Like a Highwayman

Nobody asked but …

It is true that the theory of our Constitution is, that all taxes are paid
voluntarily; that our government is a mutual insurance company,
voluntarily entered into by the people with each other; that each man
makes a free and purely voluntary contract with all others who are
parties to the Constitution, to pay so much money for so much
protection, the same as he does with any other insurance company;
and that he is just as free not to be protected, and not to pay any tax,
as he is to pay a tax, and be protected.
But this theory of our government is wholly different from the
practical fact.  The fact is that the government, like a
highwayman, says to a man: Your money, or your life.  And
many, if not most, taxes are paid under the compulsion of
that threat.
 — Lysander Spooner
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