
Inconceivable Complexity

Guest post by Donald J. Boudreaux.

A market economy is indescribably vast and complex—its success depends on so many
intricate, changing details all somehow being made to work smoothly together that the
“facts” that are essential to its thriving cannot be catalogued with anywhere near the
completeness that can be achieved by a 21st-century scientist studying and cataloging the
“facts” that enable sparrows to fly. A sparrow is complex compared, say, to a limestone
rock. Compared to the modern market economy, however, a sparrow is extremely simple.
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