
Egalitarianism as a Revolt Against Nature

Guest post by Murray Rothbard.

In no area has the Left been granted justice and morality as extensively and almost
universally as in its espousal of massive equality. It is rare indeed in the United States to
find anyone, especially any intellectual, challenging the beauty and goodness of the
egalitarian ideal. So committed is everyone to this ideal that “impracticality” – that is, the
weakening of economic incentives – has been virtually the only criticism against even the
most bizarre egalitarian programs. The inexorable march of egalitarianism is indication
enough of the impossibility of avoiding ethical commitments; the fiercely “practical”
Americans, in attempting to avoid ethical doctrines, cannot help setting forth such
doctrines, but they can now only do so in unconscious, ad hoc, and unsystematic fashion.
Keynes’s famous insight that “practical men, who believe themselves to be quite exempt
from any intellectual influences, are usually the slaves of some defunct economist” – is true
all the more of ethical judgments and ethical theory.
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