Are Individuals The Property Of The Collective?

Editor’s Pick. Written by Brandon Smith.

Mankind has faced a bewildering multitude of self-made catastrophes and self-made
terrors over the past few millennium, most of which stem from a single solitary conflict
between two opposing social qualities: individualism vs. collectivism. These two forces of
organizational mechanics have gone through evolution after evolution over the years, and |
believe the long battle is nearing an apex moment; a moment in which one ideology or the
other will become dominant around the world for well beyond the foreseeable future.

The assumption often made amongst academia is that the philosophy that appeals most to
our “natural survival imperative” and caters to our desire for innovation will eventually win
the day. That there is no “right or wrong” side; only the effective, and the less effective.
The advanced and the outmoded. The transcendent, and the archaic.

It should come as no surprise then that most academics and prominent mainstream talking
heads often sing the praises of collectivism as the inevitable champion in the war between
cultural engines. Collectivism always presents itself with the flair and sexiness of the
“new”, or the progressive, while individualism tends to wear the unpleasant battle scars of
hard earned principles and heritage. Collectivism is the hot looking but mentally unstable
bombshell blonde making promises of excitement and long term comfort she has no
intention of keeping. She is so seductive not because she has any profound inner qualities,
but because she has a knack for letting you believe she is exactly what you fantasize her to
be. Only when it's too late do you realize she’s a psychopathic pill popping man-eater...
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