
Anarchy Defended by Anarchists

Editor’s Pick. Written by Emma Goldman.

To most Americans Anarchy is an evil-sounding word — another name for wickedness,
perversity, and chaos. Anarchists are looked upon as a herd of uncombed, unwashed, and
vile ruffians, bent on killing the rich and dividng their capital. Anarchy, however, to its
followers actually signifies a social theory which regards the union of order with the
absense of all government of man by man; in short, it means perfect individual liberty.

If the meaning of Anarchy has so far been interpreted as a state of the greatest disorder, it
is because people have been taught that their affairs are regulated, that they are ruled
wisely, and that authority is a necessity.

In by-gone centuries any person who asserted that mankind could get along without the
aid of worldly and spiritual authority was considered a madman, and was either placed in a
lunatic asylum or burned at the stake; whereas to-day hundreds of thousands of men and
women are infidels who scorn the idea of a supernatural Being.
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